
Worksheet
First Amendment -Freedom of the Press
Your group has been assigned the topic of freedom of the press.  To answer questions 1-3, you will need to do some research.  See 
In Defense of Liberty, Chapter 4 (starts on page 43) the Cobblestone issue of Our First Amendment Freedom of the Press pages 1-12 
or classroom textbooks or encyclopedias that deal with the life in the colonies and creation of the Bill of Rights.  Internet sources 
would also be helpful, particularly the National Constitution Center (interactive constitution) http://www.constitutioncenter.org/index.
asp and Newseum http://www.newseum.org/educationcenter/teachingtools/index.htm  Write your answers on the back of the page or 
attach a sheet of paper.

1.  What is “freedom of the press”?  Why was it important to the colonists?

2.  Describe the main events and the decision in the famous case of John Peter Zenger in 1734.

3.  Rewrite the meaning of this quote by Thomas Jefferson in your own words “The basis of our government being the opinion of the 
people, the very first object should be to keep that right; and were it left to me to decide whether we should have a government 
without newspapers, or newspapers without a government, I should not hesitate a moment to prefer the latter.”

4.  Read the following summary of the Supreme Court case Hazelwood School District v. Kuhlmeier 484 U.S. 260,108 S.Ct. 562 (1988)  

Kathy Kuhlmeier and two other students wrote articles dealing with sensitive topics such as divorce for their school newspaper. The 
newspaper was written and edited by the journalism students and was part of the school’s regular curriculum.   Their teacher submitted 
page proofs to the principal for approval. The principal objected to the articles because he felt that even though false names were 
used, the students that were described could be identified.  The principal also felt that some of the language used was not appropriate 
for younger students. When the newspaper was printed, two pages containing the articles in question as well as four other articles 
approved by the principal were deleted. 

The students who wrote the articles filed a case in the District Court to protest the principal’s action.  The District Court said that 
there was no violation of the students First Amendment rights.  The students appealed and won and then the school filed a case in the 
Supreme Court.
How would you decide this case?
 


